Idiopathic fibrosing pancreatitis and Crohn's disease: an interesting association.
Idiopathic fibrosing pancreatitis is an uncommon condition in children and adolescents of unknown aetiology. This syndrome has been reported in 36 cases so far. To our knowledge none of these cases was definitively associated with Crohn's disease. In this report we describe a young female patient who developed Crohn's disease of the colon 5 years after having been diagnosed with idiopathic fibrosing pancreatitis. The differential diagnosis between this syndrome associated with Crohn's disease and pancreatic Crohn's disease or fibrosing colonopathy, an entity related to pancreatic enzyme therapy, is discussed.